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As ministers back
self-builders, one
architect tells
Claire Carponen
how he created a
familv homeona
budget ina popular
Bristol suburb

hatis
thelatest
solutionto
the UK's
housing
shortage
tocome
fromthe
Government? To encourage peopleto
buildtheir own homes. Grant Shapps,
the Housing Minister, revealed
thismonththat hewanted tokickstarta
“housebuilding revolution”by making
iteasier for peopleto build their awn
homes.“Building vour own home should
notbethe preserveofa privileged few 1
want tobreak downthe barriers
that many aspiring self-builders often
comeupagainst,”he said.
The Government.with the helpof
the National Self Build Association,
hopesto boostthe number of
self-builders by easing stringent planning
lawsand improvingthe lack of accessto
land and finance, the main obstacles faced
by those who dream of designing and
constructinga place of their own.
Thenew initiativeispartof the
Government's proposed Community
Right to Buildscheme, whichwill allow
communitiesto earmark certainareas for
development without theneed foran
application for planning permission
Selt-buildhasanimage ofbeing the
preserve of affluent mid-lifersbuilding
their dream houses, as seeninthe Channel
4 series Grand Designs. But is it possible
foranyvoneto build their own home?
Orwillthe Community Right to Build
scheme make iteasier for Nimbysto
block development and further prohibit
aspiring self-builders?
“Anyonecanself-build.”says Ted
Stevens. the chairman ofthe National
Self Build Association, “but the process
needstobestreamlined. Finding landisa
lottery —anditrequiresluck. Alatof
peoplegiveupbecause they can't find
landwheretheywanttolive. [tiseasyto
buy a plotin the Outer Hebrides or
nexttoasewage treatment plant, but
itishardto find landwherevouwant
tolive.
“Mostlocal councils sell offland to large
housebuildersbecause it is fiddly to divide
the land into smaller plots. Councils

should givea proportion of any land they
selltoself-builders”

Individual plotare difficult to come by,
especially in primeurban areas.and it can
alsobe expenswve. Maurice Allan. from
Strutt & Parker's Edinburgh office, says:
“Incertainplaces, landvalue may have
tallen by as muchas 40 per centsince the
recession. However. incontrast, the lack
ofprime landavailable in Edinburgh for
individual residential developments and
the difficultiesin finding landwith
planning permission to enable self-build
projectshaskeptthat end ofthe
market moving.”

Euan Rollo, from Strutt & Parker’s
country housedepartment,says that the
averagecostof land greatly dependson the
geographical location. “Theactual costis
usually 30-50 per cent of the eventual sale
priceofthe completed house. We recently
soldanacre in Bucklebury, Berkshire, with
planning permission fora five-bedroom
house for £400,000. Weexpect that the
housewill beworth approximately
£850.0000nce complete.”

Thereareno official government
figures for self-buildbut the National Self
Build Association savs that about 15,000to
20,000 people build their own homeayear
(this estimate is based on the numbers
claiming back VAT on building materials
from HM Revenue & Customs).

Ineconomic downturns self-builders
make up abigger chunk of all new-build
homes (about 20 per cent) comparedwith
boom times (10 per cent), savs Stevens.

“For those findingit impossibletoclimb
theladder and savefor alarge deposit,
self-build is aroute toaffordable homes
forvoung families. You can hirea project
managerto organiseevery thing foryou
Thistakesaway thescary bitof planni
the project. Building vour home means
gettingwhat youwant rather thanbuying
off theshelf.”

Stevenssaysthat the Community Right
to Buildscheme couldwork wellinvillages
nareassuchasthe Lake Districtwhere
local residents are priced outby people
buying holiday homes “Ithink that the
ideais fine, butyou still need the safety
netofplanningand building regulations.
Thedevilwillbeindetailand itwill depend
onwhether the Nimbys can find loopholes
inthe law.”

Rob Gregory,a38-year-old architect,
andhiswife Lou,agraphic designer.builta
three-bedroom house inthesuburbs of
Bristollastvear onatightbudget. “We
werelivinginatwo-bedroomflatwith our
baby son at thetime and we needed more
space,but we couldn'tafford tomoveup
theladder. Theidea of bulding our home
hasalwaysbeenadream, but I thought
thatitwould be impossibleto find a plot of
landwherewewanted to live”

Theday after hiswife Lou, 36,set about
looking for land, an e-mail from an auction
websitewith details ofa plot forsalein
Clifton Wood.a Bristol suburb, arrived in
herinbox. By pureceincidence. the plot,
formerly agarden detached fromthe
house, belonged to a former colleague,
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Toby. Toby had plannedtobuild a
family house on the plotbefore
decidingtosellthe land and move to

New Zealand.

Toby offered the couple the plot at the
reserve price of £135,000,but therewasa
catch— they had to getthe money
together beforetheauction intwo
weeks'time.

They enlisted the helpof BuildStore, a

company specialising in finding self-build
mortgages.” BuildStore was fantastic. The
company managed tosort usamortgage

inour extremely short timeframe.
Wegotanaceeleratormortgage,
aproduct for people likeuswho
havenomoney.”

But thenthe couple found
that thev hadto cuttheir
budget for building their home.
The plot, withits detailed plans
foratimber-framed three-bed-
room house, had hadan estimated
salevalue of £400,000. Post-credit

crunchthevaluefell by £70,000. The
mortgage company, therefore, loweredits
loanoffer and, asa result, they had to cut
theirbuild budget
by £40,000.Gregory wentbacktothe
original architect and main contractor,
Moon Designand Build. and askedthem
what they could do with a reducedbudget
andthev began looking to cut costs.
Thecompany helped the coupleto finda
way of making the house moreaffordable.
Thestructure was simplified and it was
decided to use more affordable materials
(for instance, thev used rendering
instead oftimber cladding). They kept
- thefeaturesthatthey wouldn'tbe
" abletoaddlater,suchasthe
underfloor heating. butserapped
thelandscaped gardens and hot
tub.
TheGregorys new houseis
. sharply designed and wonderfully
Y modern.withminimalistwhite
wallsbroken up by bold splashes of
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open-planand has oak-engineered wood
flooringanda 4msingle slidingwindow
Thecouple paintedthe housebright
greeninthetradition of therows of
brightly coloured terracesto be found in
the Clifton area and Totterdown

The projecttook 14monthsand the
family movedinlast May. The couple
spent £309.000in total (including fixtures
and fittings). Rupert Oliver. from the
Knight Frank Bristol office, savs thatif
thev had bought a three-bedroom house
in Clifton Wood. it would have cost
between £400,000 and £450,000.

The house has recently been valued and
itisworth an estimated £400,000; the
Gregoryshave madea profit ofabout
£90,000 in under a vear.“Wearenotan
over-privileged family andwe had tokeep
tostrict budget. We would never have been
ableto find asimilar house in this areafor
£300.000." Gregory savs.Whatis his
advicetoaspiringself-builders?”Buy the
right plotand choosethe right design
Deon'tskimpon thebonesofbuilding,
You'regoingto do this only once or—at
the most— twicein yourlife.”

Green shoot: the
Gregorys (below left)
decided on a bright
green colour scheme
for their new home

to fit in with the
colourful houses of
Clifton Wood, Bristol.
Inside, minimalist white
walls were relieved with
bold colour
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